
1 Samuel 8:9
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Now therefore hearken unto their voice: howbeit yet protest

solemnly unto them, and shew them the manner of the king

that shall reign over them. 

Analysis

Now therefore hearken unto their voice: howbeit yet protest solemnly unto

them, and shew them the manner of the king that shall reign over them.

Israel's demand for a king represents fundamental rejection of God's direct rule

over His people. The desire to be 'like all the nations' reveals spiritual apostasy—

seeking  conformity  to  surrounding  culture  rather  than  maintaining  distinctive

covenant identity.  While God permits the monarchy,  He clearly warns about its

costs:  oppression,  taxation,  military  conscription.  This  passage  teaches  the

difference between God's permissive will and His perfect plan, showing how He

works  even  through  flawed  human  institutions  to  accomplish  His  redemptive

purposes.

Historical Context

The establishment of monarchy around 1050-1010 BCE represented a dramatic

political and theological shift for Israel. Unlike surrounding nations where kings

were considered divine or semi-divine, Israel's kings were supposed to function

under  God's  ultimate  authority  as  laid  out  in  Deuteronomy  17:14-20.  The

Benjamite tribe occupied strategic territory between Ephraim and Judah, making

Saul's  selection  a  politically  astute  choice  to  balance  tribal  rivalries.

Archaeological  remains  from  this  period  show  increased  fortification  and

centralization of settlements, confirming the transition to state-level organization.
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Ancient  Near  Eastern  monarchies  (Egypt,  Mesopotamian  city-states,  Hittites)

provided  the  cultural  context  for  Israel's  understanding  of  kingship.  However,

Israel's covenant with Yahweh created unique tensions between human and divine

authority.  The  transition  from  tribal  confederation  to  centralized  monarchy

occurred throughout the ancient world during this period, often in response to

external military threats.

Related Passages

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation 

Ephesians 2:8 — Salvation by grace through faith 

Study Questions

How does this passage deepen our understanding of God's character,

purposes, and ways of working in human history?

What specific heart attitudes, thought patterns, or life practices does this

passage call you to examine or change?

How does this passage connect to the larger biblical narrative of redemption

and point toward Christ and the gospel?

Interlinear Text

ה ועְַתָּ
H6258

ע שְׁמַ
Now therefore hearken

H8085

ם בקְּוֹלָ
unto their voice

H6963

ְ ך אַ
howbeit

H389

כיִּֽ
H3588

תּעִָיד
solemnly

H5749

תּעִָיד
solemnly

H5749

ם בהֶָּ
H0

והְִגדְַּתָּ
unto them and shew

H5046

ם להֶָ
H0

ט מִשְׁפַּ
them the manner

H4941

ְ לךֶ הַמֶּ
of the king

H4428

ר אֲשֶׁ
H834

ְ ך יִמְלֹ
that shall reign

H4427

עֲליֵהֶֽם׃
H5921

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Additional Cross-References

1 Samuel  10:25 (Kingdom):  Then  Samuel  told  the  people  the  manner  of  the

kingdom, and wrote it in a book, and laid it up before the LORD. And Samuel sent

all the people away, every man to his house.

Ezekiel 3:18 (Parallel theme): When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die;

and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked

way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood

will I require at thine hand.

Ezekiel 46:18 (Parallel theme): Moreover the prince shall not take of the people's

inheritance by oppression, to thrust them out of their possession; but he shall give

his sons inheritance out of his own possession: that my people be not scattered

every man from his possession.
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